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did not agree to my proposals to get rid of the two
delegates my views would prevail just the same. I
therefore conveyed to the English Admiral that I bade
leave to differ on the question of delivering up the
offenders as he had not learned of the infringement of the
English regulations through his own people but through
me; I myself had only wished to make it clear that I
did not countenance such infringements. On these
grounds the delivery of these men was not at all wished
by me; I would, however, send them back to Germany
for punishment. I undertook that they would leave the
ship on the very next opportunity of a passage. After
about a week and the evening before the sailing of the
German mail-boat to Wilhelmshaven I received the
answer by wireless from the Minister of State :
' Book-number 1780.   Navy Office.
' In accordance with paragraph  n  of the Official
Gazette of the 24 January, Xo. 18, H.... H-----and
II..., M.... are punishable for insubordination. As
loyal co-operation not established, send both home
first opportunity. Letter follows.'
I did not receive the expected letter until three months
later. From it I learned that my power of dismissing
delegates to the Head Soldiers' Council had not been
approved. This decision astonished me.
On the day of departure the two refused to leave the
ship in spite of their promise; they demanded a delay
until the following trip home, as they said they had to
arrange for their substitutes and had not yet packed
their effects, I told them that the question of substitutes
had nothing to do with them and that I would deal with
it and that they were to embark in two hours at the latest.
I had to inform the English Admiral that they apparently